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U.S. LAWYERS REJECT CONSPIRACY THEORY 

King's Slayer Acted Alone, Report Says 


From Times Wire Services 

WASHINGTON-After a 10-' 
month review, a team of Justice De- 
partment lawyers has concluded that 
James Earl Ray acted alone in the as- 
sassination of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, informed department sources 
said Wednesday. 

The lawyers rejected theories that 
Ray was only a cog in a conspiracy to 
assassinate the Nobel Prize-winning 
civil rights leader, the sources said. 

The conclusion is. contained in a 
148 -page report prepared by Michael 
Shaheen, director of the Justice De- 
partment’s Office of Professional Re- 
sponsibility, the sources said. j 

The department plans to irjake 
public a “sanitized version” of the re- 
port, deleting names of informers and 
other sensitive material, tile sources 
said. 

But the official release has been 
delayed because department officials 
want to avoid the appearance of 
trying to influence the House of Rep- 
resentatives in its debate about 
launching a length]/' and costly new- 


investigation of the murders of King 
and President John F. Kennedy. 

The sources disclosed the findings 
of the report shortly before the House 
began debate on an attempt to extend 
the life of the House Assassinations 
Committee for two months. 

Wednesday evening, the House ap- 
proved the temporary revival of the 
committee’s investigation. 

By a 237-164 vote a compromise 
resolution was passed extending the 
life of the committee until March 31, 
when the panel must return to the 
full House for approval of a full- 
fledged investigation. 

The committee became embroiled 
in controversy last year because of its 
proposed two-year, $13 million budg- 
et and the conduct of chief counsel 
Richard A. Sprague. 

House Speaker Thomas P. O’Neill 
(D-Mass.) told reporters he support- 
ed the compromise but said “it is ob- 
vious that Sprague has been running 
the committee and making policy.” 

O’Neill said the leaking of the De- 
partment of Justice report was “very 
unfortunate timing by whoever put it. 


■ out” and “could very well affect the 
House vote.” 

The investigation was ordered 
April 26 by Edward H. Levi, then the 
attorney general, who wanted to 
know whether the FBI had conducted, 
a thorough and honest investigation 
into King's 1968 slaying in Memphis. 

The investigation followed a pre- 
liminary, five-month inquiry con- 
ducted by J. Stanley Pottinger, assis- 
tant attorney general in charge of ci- 
vil rights. Pottinger’s investigation 
did not completely exonerate the FBI, 
which under the directorship of J. 
Edgar Hoover had harassed King. 

Shaheen, in the new investigation,, 
was asked by Levi to determine 
whether the FBI could have been in- 
volved in any way in King’s death 
and whether any new criminal 
prosecutions were warranted. 

Ray, a fugitive from a Missouri pri- 
son, pleaded guilty to murdering King 
and was sentenced to 99 years in pri- 
son. Since then, he has said he should 
get a new trial on the grounds his 
lawyer talked him into entering the 
guilty plea. 
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